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Fun Approaches to learning 
Mandarin (with Web 2.0) 

Introduction

Assessment

Cross Curricular Activities

Web 2.0

What next?

Questions

11.15

11.20

11.25

11.30

11.35
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Skills
Tongxuemen hao

Speaking

Xiànzài 

wǒmen shuō 

Hànyǔ, 
现在我们说汉语

Listening

xiànzài wǒmen 

tīng Hànyǔ
现在我们听汉语

Reading

xiànzài wǒmen 

dú Hànyǔ
现在我们读汉语，

Writing

xiànzài wǒmen 

xiě Hànyǔ.
现在我们写汉语

Tiào yī tiào!
跳一跳！



Warwick University 
Assessment

Year Group Year 3, 4, 5 and 6

KS1 I use the Languages Framework to assess

Speaking & 
Listening

Reading

Writing

Grammar
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Jīntiān jǐ hào? / 今天几号
jīntiān liù yuè wǔ hào，xīngqī yī / 今天

六月五号, 星期一

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8McHXI8fxU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8McHXI8fxU
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Marking work

Haka
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Keep 
improving

Colour coded stickers
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Reach 
the top

Achieved the learning objective
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Robin Hood Mandarin 
Timeline

Teaching French

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Start learning Mandarin 

and teaching it to Year 2

Start teaching Year 3 and 4 

also

Mandarin across all of KS2 Whole school learninfg 

Mandarin and trips for 

teachers to Beijing.
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Practical Approaches

Jumping

Hard to Jump
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Rote Learning
● Louder / Softer
● Silly voices
● Story maps
● Get up when 

you hear
● Target language

Deeper Learning
● Context
● Phrases
● Sentences
● Innovation
● Vocabulary (Make 

a dictionary in a 
shoe box)



Page 12

unlimited

Quick reminders for activities!

Louder /Softer

Hide a toy and one child hunts for

it, the rest of the class say new

vocabulary.

Silly voices

Use songs and an instrument and

get students to do it

Story maps

Repetition, act it out, draw their

own one.

Write on tables

Or outside on the floor, or UV pens,

or calligraphy brush pens.

Simple stories

Create a child's book in Chinese with the 

following story:

Page 1. Child says "I like..." (some thing 

normal as in sensible sentences above)

Page 2. Monster says "I like..." (use the yukky 

version from silly sentences above)

Several more pages like this

Then at the end, 3rd from last page: Child says 

"I like monsters"

2nd from last page: Monster says "I like 

children"

Last page "with ketchup, gerkins, cream, 

yoghurt etc etc etc.
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Art and 
crafts

Cross Curricular

Topic work

Doesn’t replace LO but 
supports it

Make 
connections 

between 
languages 

outside of the 
curriculum

Context

Make it relevant to 
the children’s culture

Maths - Shanghai Maths, 
Abacus
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Literacy
Talk for Writing

Year 1
Brown Bear

Year 2
Hungry Caterpillar

Year 3
Mulan

Year 4
Journey to the West

Year 5
Poetry and Non-Fiction

Year 6 - YCT
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Brown

Bear
by Eric Carle

& Ma Yue!

Easy to change 
adjectives

Simple

Repetition

Familiar 
Story
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Mulan - Year 3
Story Maps

Kung Fu Punctuation
Empowering for girls and boys 

realise it’s not just a girl’s disney 
story!

Also taught as literacy stories 
from another culture in Year 4
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Poetry
Year 5

We have learnt 4 line poetry

Learning new vocabulary, interpreting 

the meaning and how the poems 

make the children feel

We explored思
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Science - Year 5

昆虫

Kūnchóng
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Embrace the Spinner

● Make a spinner 
with a pencil

● Use as a game or a 
dice

● How many 
characters can you 
write before the 
spinner stops?
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Magnifying glass

** Computer

You can use hats. 
glasses to be in the 
the land of all things 
China
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Year 6 - YCT

** Computer

1st Year -
7 students 

passed

Second Year - 13 
students passed

Third Year - 23 Students 
passed level1 and 1 Chinese 

student passed Level 3



Web 2.0

FUN
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Web 2.0
It is not the sole part of the lesson

Revision

Make PPT, posters

Instant

Save the trees, can 

save work instantly

Share

You can instantly share 

work online, with 

parents and as evidence 

of achievement, blogs, 

class dojo

Assessment

Quiz

Resources

For use as display,  teach 

other students or younger 

students

Engagement

All students at all levels 

participating

Downfall- technology can let you 
down :(
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www.autodraw.com
Joe Dale http://joedale.typepad.com/

Instant Save as PNG image into 

photos or email it to 

teacher

Draw imagines, words and 

characters

Show Comprehension

Negative

Tricky to keep writing neat

For use on Ipads and computers

http://joedale.typepad.com/
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Quizlet and Quizlet 
Live

www.quizlet.com

Sorts into random teams of 4

Each team gets a question

But teach pupil as 4 different choice of 

answers with only one pupil having the 

correct answer.

The correct answer will give them a 

point and move them across the leader 

board.

If one pupil answers incorrectly their 

team loses a point.

First team to the end wins

Quizlet Live

Make an account

Uoloads word lists to create 

flashcards

Downside: Need a set 
of 14 quizlet words 
initially
Other people’s list may 
not be appropriate

www.quizlet.com
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https://ukedchat.com/2016/07/24/wo

rdcloud/

www.wordclouds.com

This is a Body Sample Text with 

Paragraph styles of Lorem ipsum.

Map

This is a Body Sample Text with 

Paragraph styles of Lorem ipsum.

Education

This is a Body Sample Text with 

Paragraph styles of Lorem ipsum.

Accounting & Finance

https://ukedchat.com/2016/07/24/wordcloud/
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Email, ppt, 
documents, 
forms

Google

TIMELINES



This is a Body Sample Text with 

Paragraph styles of Lorem ipsum.

Medical

This is a Body Sample Text with 

Paragraph styles of Lorem ipsum.

Offshore

https://ictevangelist.com/free-resources/
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Doink

Green Screen

Tutorial

Use any green material, paper and card

Draw and Tell

App draw and record audio

Lego Movie Maker

Stop Frame animation

Make storyboards and write the dialogue                                                                                      
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Chinese Choir

7 years

Perform in Chinese 
festivals in 
Birmingham centre

Chinese President

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqBXFRR3YAg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqBXFRR3YAg
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What’s next?

Bring Students to China

Fundraising, sponsorship and 

build up the programme.

ICT Team

Year 4 are going to create the 

Great Wall in Sketch Up and then 

3D print it

Start YCT in Year 5

With Support from Hanban 

teacher

Share ideas

Twitter, LIPS Languages in Primary 

School on Facebook and the 

Chinese forum
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WHAT WHY WHERE WHEN WHO HOW

Any 
Questions?

@simonehaughey

shaughey@robinhoodschool.co.uk
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THANK YOU


