
Primary Progress:  
Assessment is your Friend 

@CaraBleiman



- To better understand the context for lack of assessment in primary MFL and why 
assessment is important

- To share ideas and develop a toolkit of techniques for both formal and informal, 
formative and summative assessment in primary

-To explore time-saving ideas for effective assessment such as benchmarking, computer-
assisted assessment, ‘wedge lessons’ and ‘hands-free marking’

-To better understand how assessment can inform planning and 
ensure good progress through the years



Assessment Audit



Do you carry out any formal assessment of Mandarin in your primary school? 



Which of these forms of assessment do you use? 
Why? Why/not?

Summative
• School-based formal test
• Youth Chinese Test
• End of year tracking against KS2 

MFL Outcomes
• Other?

Formative 
• Hands-up questioning 
• Targeted questioning
• Mini-whiteboard tasks
• Marking books, worksheets or written 

outcomes
• Peer or self-assessment against success 

criteria
• Low-stakes tests
• Regular tracking against KS2 MFL Outcomes
• Other?



Effective Questioning

1. Targeted questioning
2. How to choose who answers questions in 

your class?
3. Closed vs. Open questions

4. Higher-order questions
5. Basket-ball questioning

@Teacherhead



mǐ fàn hàn bǎo bāo miàn tiáo

1
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4

píngguǒ

1. Targeted questioning

LA) 这是苹果，对不对? 
MA) 这是什么？/ 哪一个是苹果？
HA) 你喜欢吃什么? 为什么？



“All-student response systems”

Hands up 
“allowing students to decide whether to 
participate or not therefore increases the 
achievement gap between the lowest-and 
highest achieving students”

“selecting students to answer questions at 
random increases the level of engagement in 
the whole class, and also broadens the 
information a teacher has about the class’ 
progress”

“the teacher has a good grasp of 
understanding in the class”

2. How do you choose who answers questions in your class? 

Random student selection 
https://www.classtools.net/random-name-picker/



Wo jiao Rubble 

wǒ yǒu duǎn tóu fā
wǒ yǒu xiǎo de kǒu

wǒ méi ěr duǒ

Wǒ jiào Rubble。

Wǒ yǒu duǎn hé hóng sè de tóu fā。

Wǒ yǒu xiǎo de kǒu。

Wǒ méi yǒu ěr duǒ。

3. Closed vs. Open questions

Up-level my sentence 



3. Higher-order questions

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Blank’s Levels of Questions



3. Higher-order questions

• Do you remember this one?
• Is it green? 对不对？
• Read your partner’s description of the Monkey King and give them two 

stars and a wish. 
• Point to 红色.
• Who can tell me the answer?
• Can you explain how we could make this sentence better?
• Write down the word you hear on your mini-whiteboard. 
• Complete the sentence: 苹果是_____的。
• Describe the character of the Monkey King
• Up-level the sentence and write the new sentence on your whiteboard.
• Show me the action for 橙色。
• Tell your partner what does 红色mean？



4. Basket-ball questioning

• How can you develop X’s answer in 
more detail? 

• Do you agree with what Y said? 

• What did your partner think about 
Z?

• Does anyone have a different 
answer?



Effective Marking

1. ‘Hands free marking’
2. Diagnostic marking & wedge lessons



1. ‘Hands free marking’

https://get.plickers.com/

Plickers

Self-Assessment 
(example from Jessie Moore, Chobham Academy)

https://get.plickers.com/


2. Diagnostic marking & wedge lessons



Summative Assessment

1. Tracking using a Progression document
2. Benchmarking

3. Mock YCTs



1. Tracking using a Progression document



2. Benchmarking

Name

Sara

Roshan

Aaron

Nehemiah

Gaia

Anthony

Lola

Dora

Bobby

Luqmaan

Maryum

Terina

Darren

Joseph

Josephine

Ismat

Kyrell



3. Mock YCTs



3. Mock YCTs



3. Mock YCTs



3. Mock YCTs



Wǒ xǐ huān māo .

A B C

3. Mock YCTs



现在三点。
Xiànzài sān diǎn。



3. Mock YCTs



A B C

D E

F

1. 这儿有很多狗. Zhè er yǒu hěn duō gǒu. 

2. 现在十二点. Xiàn zài shí èr diǎn.

3. 现在十一点. Xiàn zài shí yī diǎn.

4. 我们喜欢喝水. Wǒ men xǐ huān hē shuǐ.

5. 很小的鱼. Hěn xiǎo de yú .

6. 弟弟在商店. Dì dì zài shāng diàn. 

3. Mock YCTs



Cara.Bleiman@harrisfederation.org.uk
@CaraBleiman @HFMandarin
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